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ORGANIZATION AND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:  1952-1953

Mrs. Barbara Ferraro, National President
The initiatives for the organization of Gamma Sigma Sigma are attributed to women from Drexel Institute of Technology who discovered that women of the Omega Service Sorority of Boston University were searching for other college service groups with the objective of binding these groups together into a national service organization.  The organizers discovered that the Women's Service Organization existed on the campus at New York University.  Over a period of time the groups corresponded, exchanging information about their ideals and purposes.  Officers of the Gamma Sigma Sigma group at Drexel Institute of Technology and the Women's Service Organization met to further identify the commonalties between them.  From these informal communications, it was readily determined that the three groups had nearly identical ideas, ideals, and service programs.  Thus, the impetus arose for a Constitutional Convention to establish the formal ties between the groups as part of a national organization.

The Constitutional Convention was held at Beekman Towers in New York City from October 10-12, 1952.  Representatives attended the meeting from: Boston University, Brooklyn College, Drexel Institute of Technology, Los Angeles City College, New York University, Queens College, University of Houston, and University of Miami.  During these three days, the women drafted and adopted a national constitution, elected national officers, selected a name for their new national organization, and established certain traditions.

Upon completion of the National Constitution, the first national officers were elected.  Mrs. Barbara Van Sciver Ferraro from the Gamma Sigma Sigma group at Drexel Institute of Technology was elected as the first National President.

Selection of a name proved difficult.  The first title for the organization was defeated.  Consideration followed of two names: Gamma Sigma Sigma, the name used by the Drexel Group; and Alpha Gamma Chi, the name used by the groups at Los Angeles City College and University of Houston which linked their two chapter organizations.  The name Gamma Sigma Sigma was adopted, a key consideration being the use of the letters to designate girls service sorority.  The official pin and symbolism used by Alpha Gamma Chi members were adopted with alterations for the new name as the official insignia of Gamma Sigma Sigma.

In response to a request from the women of Brooklyn College who had spent a large sum of money for maroon and white uniforms, the colors of Gamma Sigma Sigma were established as maroon and white.  Each group present expressed its preference for a chapter name following which chapter names were designated beginning with the first eight letters of the Greek alphabet.

Since the organizers did not have sufficient time during that first historic weekend to also adopt ceremonies, the assignment was given to members of the Drexel Group.  Pledge, Initiation, and Installation ceremonies were to be written which reflected a combination of the ceremonies used by the individual groups.

The National Constitution was adopted as effective on January 1, 1953.

FIRST BIENNIUM:  1953-1955
Mrs. Barbara Ferraro, National President

National Convention
The First National Convention was held in June, 1953, at Northwestern University in Chicago, Illinois.  Dr. Dan Den Uyl, National President of Alpha Phi Omega at that time was a guest at this Convention.

National Constitution
Amendments to the National Constitution included provision for the establishment of alumni chapters and the addition of a national alumni secretary as a new national officer position in the organization.

National Project
The first National Project adopted was giving aid to the blind by volunteering assistance to Braille Institutes.  Later the project was unofficially expanded to include assistance to the blind in any capacity.

Ritual and Insignia
The pledge pin was adopted.  The first edition of the Pledge Manual was approved.  Pledge and Initiation ceremonies were adopted.

The sorority motto "Unity in Service" was adopted.

New Charters
At the National Convention, one new charter was granted to:


Iota Chapter at the University of Detroit

Other Highlights
In November, 1954, near Newtown Square, Pennsylvania a regional meeting was held for the purpose of designing a coat of arms.  The chapters in attendance adopted the sorority coat of arms and submitted it for approval to the chapters not in attendance.

The first issue of the sorority's newspaper, Gamma Gossip, was printed in February, 1953, by Delta Chapter as publisher.  Responsibility for publishing the Gamma Gossip thereafter was assigned to chapters.

SECOND BIENNIUM:  1955-1957
Mrs. Margaret Zimmerman, National President

National Convention
The Second National Convention was held from June 24-26,1955, in New York City, New York.

National Constitution
The National Constitution was amended to provide for the establishment of a travel pool fund to subsidize travel expenses of chapter delegates to National Convention.

National Project
The National Convention voted to continue making dolls and toys for the United Nations to distribute abroad as the project most applicable to all chapters.  Aid to the blind also was continued as a National Project.

The National Convention adopted procedures for selection of the National Project by providing for chapter submission of recommendations to the National First Vice President four months prior to National Convention.

New Charters
At the National Convention, two new charters were granted to:

Kappa Chapter at the University of California - Berkeley


Lambda Chapter at Hunter College (name later changed to Herbert H. Lehman College)

Additionally, the first alumni chapter was chartered as:

Philadelphia Alumni Chapter

During the biennium, three charters were granted to:

Mu Chapter at Upsala College

Nu Chapter at the University of Connecticut - Storrs

Houston Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
New publications introduced during this period were:

The Staff, administrative and organizational manual

Questions and Answers, an informational brochure published for distribution to prospective chapters.

THIRD BIENNIUM: 1957-1959
Mrs. Norma Jean McKenty, National President

National Convention
The Third National Convention was held from June 21-23, 1957, in Detroit, Michigan and was hosted by Iota Chapter.

National Constitution
Revision of the National Constitution was a main agenda item for the National Convention.  Procedures were revised and formalized for the establishment of collegiate chapter colonies and review of colony constitutions.  The Parliamentarian was added as an appointed member of the National Executive Board.

National Project
Aid to the Blind was established as a continuing National Project.

New Charters
At the National Convention, four new charters were granted to:

Xi Chapter at the University of Maryland 

Omicron Chapter at the University of Minnesota 

Pi Chapter at City College of New York


Rho Chapter at Hunter College of the City of New York

During the biennium, another six charters were granted to:

Sigma Chapter at Valparaiso University

Tau Chapter at Pennsylvania State University

Upsilon Chapter at the University of Miami

Phi Chapter at San Francisco City College

Chi Chapter at the University of Georgia

Detroit Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
The National Executive Board met in June, 1958, and adopted official chapter report forms to be submitted annually to the national organization.  In order to standardize expansion activities, definitions and policies for colony status were outlined and adopted.

FOURTH BIENNIUM: 1959-1961
Mrs. Annell Hargraves, National President

National Convention
The Fourth National Convention was held from June 19-21, 1959, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and was hosted by Zeta Chapter and Philadelphia Alumni Chapter.  Discussion groups assigned with the topics of service projects, expansion and public relations, pledging and alumni affiliation, developed policies and procedures, which were, presented to the National Convention delegates for adoption.  National Standing Committees were established as follows: Ceremonial, Pledge Policy, and Song.

The sorority's awards program was initiated at this Convention.  The Margaret M. Linton Award was established to recognize the sorority's outstanding collegiate chapter.  The award was named for Margaret M. Linton, who had been the first advisor to Zeta Chapter, in tribute to her work and support of the founding members of the sorority in establishing the national organization.  The first Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Delta Chapter at New York University.

The Met Council Cup was established by the New York City chapters to be presented in recognition of an Outstanding Service Project.  The first Met Council Cup was presented to Chi Chapter at the University of Georgia.

Additionally, the National Outstanding Sister Award was established to recognize individual achievements of sorority members.  The first women to receive this award were: Peg Brown of Nu Chapter, Sharon Fried Cadoff of Delta Chapter, and Sylvia Weiss of Delta Chapter.

National Project
Dolls for the United Nations and CARE were established as the National Project.

New Charters
At the National Convention, two new charters were granted to:

Psi Chapter at the College of Great Falls, Montana

Omega Chapter at the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire

During the biennium, one additional charter was granted to:

Alpha Alpha Chapter at the University of Wisconsin - Oshkosh

Other Highlights
At the 1959 National Convention delegates recommended that a system of Regional Directors be established to maintain a closer contact among chapters and the national organization.  During a Regional Conference in May, 1960, held at Pennsylvania State University, delegates recommended that the system of regions be established immediately.  The National Executive Board acted upon this recommendation and secured a Regional Director for each of the four regions proposed at the National Convention. Thus, the Regional System was born.

An Alumni Manual was published for the first time.

FIFTH BIENNIUM:  1961-1963
Mrs. Denise Fecketter, National President

National Convention
The Fifth National Convention was held from June 16-18, 1961, at Boston University and was hosted by Epsilon Chapter.  The position of Alumni Secretary was added as an officer position in collegiate chapters.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Nu Chapter at the University of Connecticut - Storrs.

National Project
A new National Project was adopted to support an orphanage.  Later, the project was redefined to include any type of work with children.

New Charters
At the National Convention, two new charters were granted to:

Alpha Beta Chapter at St. Cloud State University


Alpha Gamma Chapter at Northwest Missouri State University

During the biennium, one additional charter was granted to:

Alpha Delta Chapter at Southern University

Other Highlights
During the biennium a major project was revision and publication of THE STAFF to include all policies, procedures, ceremonies and manuals of the sorority.  Another new publication was introduced, the Introductory Brochure, for use in recruiting pledges to the sorority.

In celebrating its Tenth Anniversary of October 12, 1962, Founders' Day was observed for the first time nationwide with individual chapter celebrations to commemorate this historic date.

Publication of the Gamma Gossip by individual chapters ended, as responsibility was assigned to the National Third Vice President.

The Regional System was amended, dividing the country into five regions.

SIXTH BIENNIUM:  1963-1965
Mrs. Barbara Stabler, National President

National Convention
The Sixth National Convention was held in June, 1963, at the University of Maryland and was hosted by Xi Chapter.

The sorority conferred National Honorary Membership upon Miss Ethel Mary Elliot, who had served as

National Advisor to Chapter Advisors from 1961-1963.  Miss Elliot contributed her efforts and support to

Gamma Sigma Sigma while she served as Assistant Professor of Nursing at the University of Connecticut.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Beta Chapter at Brooklyn College.

National Project
The National Project selected for the biennium was the raising of educational standards and included work for the Peace Corps.

New Charters
At the National Convention, six charters were granted to:

Alpha Epsilon Chapter at Southern Illinois University

Alpha Zeta Chapter at Youngstown University

Alpha Eta Chapter at Howard University

Alpha Theta Chapter at University of Massachusetts

Metropolitan Alumni Chapter

Youngstown Alumni Chapter

During the biennium, another six charters were granted to:

Alpha Iota Chapter at the University of Minnesota - Duluth

Alpha Kappa Chapter at Florida State University

Alpha Lambda Chapter at Mankato State University

Alpha Mu Chapter at Northern Michigan University

Alpha Nu Chapter at Central Connecticut State University

Alpha Xi Chapter at Morgan State University

Other Highlights
Significant policies adopted during the period by the Sixth National Executive Board included: prohibition of chapter affiliation with the National Panhellenic Council and definition of selectivity and strong guidelines limiting selectivity in membership admission practices.

In tribute to John F. Kennedy, who died in November, 1963, while serving as President of the United States, the John F. Kennedy Memorial Donation was established by the National Executive Board.  A sum of money or material gift is donated to charity or field of service during each biennium to a recipient selected by each newly elected National Executive Board.  The first donation was made to the John F. Kennedy Memorial Library.

A National Finance Committee was organized.

SEVENTH BIENNIUM: 1965-1967
Mrs. Mary Lou Bartley, National President (1965-1966)

Ms. Charlotte Mendoza, National President (1966-1967)

National Convention
The Seventh National Convention was held June 18-20, 1965, in St. Cloud, Minnesota and was hosted by Alpha Beta Chapter.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Nu Chapter at the University of Connecticut - Storrs.

National Constitution
The National Constitution was amended to redefine the Regional System from five to ten regions and add the John F. Kennedy Memorial Donation.

National Project
The National Project selected for the biennium was the March of Dimes.

New Charters
At the National Convention, four charters were granted to:


Alpha Omicron Chapter at Carthage College


Alpha Pi Chapter at the University of Wisconsin - Stout


Alpha Rho Chapter at American University


Alpha Sigma Chapter at Northeastern State College

During the biennium, eight additional charters were granted to:


Alpha Tau Chapter at Xavier University


Alpha Upsilon Chapter at Marietta College


Alpha Phi Chapter at Westfield State College


Alpha Chi Chapter at the University of Wisconsin - Madison


Alpha Psi Chapter at Southeast Missouri State University


Alpha Omega Chapter at California Polytechnic University


Greater Miami Alumni Chapter


Nutmeg Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
National Executive Board meetings were held in June and October of 1966, and in April, 1967, during which many new policies were adopted and revisions to the national Constitution were proposed.  The Margaret M. Linton Award point system was revised.

A national service award, the Barbara V. Ferraro Award, was established to recognize the chapter with the outstanding service program.  The award was named for Barbara V. Ferraro, the sorority's first National President in recognition of her continuing service.  The Inter-Chapter Relations Award was established to recognize the accomplishments of individual chapters in sponsoring inter-chapter activities and fostering communication among chapters.  Regional Awards were established to recognize the outstanding chapter in each region.

The National Nominating Committee, which would meet prior to National Convention, was appointed by the National Executive Board.  A new presidential succession policy was adopted and presented as an amendment to the National Constitution.  Plans and proposals were developed for restructuring the administration of the national sorority.

The Regional System began to strengthen as a primary link of communication among member chapters and the national organization.  Regional conferences were held to foster communication within regions.

Publication of Regional Newsletters was began which featured regional topics and news.

EIGHTH BIENNIUM: 1967-1969
Ms. Charlotte Mendoza, National President

National Convention
The Eighth National Convention was held June 15-18, 1967, at Northwest Missouri State University and was hosted by Alpha Gamma Chapter.  The Convention theme was "Pioneers in Service".  The Youth Activities Director for the National Foundation March of Dimes presented the sorority a plaque expressing appreciation for the many hours of service contributed to the March of Dimes during the 1965-1967 National Project period.  The sorority, pleased with the results of its March of Dimes projects and the support provided by its national organization, adopted the National Foundation March of Dimes as a Standing National Project.

The newly established Barbara V. Ferraro Award for outstanding service program was presented to Alpha Sigma Chapter at Northeastern State College.  With the establishment of this award by the national organization, the Met Council Cup was retired from the sorority's award program.  The new Inter-Chapter Relations Award was presented to Alpha Gamma Chapter at Northwest Missouri State University.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Alpha Kappa Chapter at Florida State University.

National Constitution
Major constitutional revisions were effected at the Convention.  A National Board of Directors was

established consisting of elected national officers as an Executive Committee, and an appointed National Staff which included Regional Directors.  This structure replaced the prior administrative body, the National Executive Board.  The position of First Vice President, assigned with responsibility to coordinate activities of regional directors, was established as a national officer position.

National Project
The National Project selected for the biennium was mental illness and retardation in cooperation with the National Association for Retarded Children.

Ritual and Insignia
The official alumni symbol, the rose, was adopted.

New Charters
At the National Convention, nine charters were granted to:

Beta Alpha Chapter at Campbell College

Beta Beta Chapter at Albright College

Beta Gamma Chapter at the University of Delaware

Beta Delta Chapter at the University of Wisconsin - LaCrosse

Beta Epsilon Chapter at Edinboro University

Beta Zeta Chapter at Tuskegee University

Beta Eta Chapter at Suffolk University

Beta Theta Chapter at Texas Wesleyan University

Beta Iota Chapter at Tarleton State University

During the biennium, eleven additional charters were granted to:

Beta Kappa Chapter at the University of Wisconsin - Green Bay

Beta Lambda Chapter at A & T State University

Beta Mu Chapter at Bucks County Community College

Beta Nu Chapter at the University of Oklahoma

Beta Xi Chapter at State University of New York - Oneonta

Beta Omicron Chapter at Missouri Valley College

Beta Pi Chapter at Rider University

Beta Rho Chapter at Lincoln Memorial University

Beta Sigma Chapter at Western Kentucky University

Beta Tau Chapter at St. Peter's College

Beta Upsilon Chapter at the University of New Mexico

Other Highlights
Explosive growth of the sorority during the period contributed to the strength and development of the regional system.  Seven Regional Conferences were held.

A National Staff position for Editor of the Gamma Gossip was created.

During this biennium the sorority was incorporated in accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

NINTH BIENNIUM: 1969-1971
Mrs. Barbara Macarillo, National President

National Convention
The Ninth National Convention was held June 20-22, 1969, at Florida State University and was hosted by Alpha Kappa Chapter.  "Giving Sunshine" was its theme.  The National Association for Retarded Children (NARC) recognized the outstanding chapter in each region for its programs with the 1967-1969 National Project.  In addition, NARC conferred special recognition for the highest achievement by an collegiate chapter and by an alumni chapter.  Further, the sorority was the recipient of a plaque from the NARC in appreciation for the contribution of all members during the project biennium.

The National Foundation March of Dimes presented certificates of appreciation to all chapters participating in service projects for the March of Dimes during the prior biennium.  The National Foundation March of Dimes thus established a continuing tradition of recognition for project activities by chapters.

Service workshops were held during the National Convention for the first time.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Alpha Kappa Chapter at Florida State University.  The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Psi Chapter at the College of Great Falls.

National Project
Speakers from various national charitable organizations addressed the National Convention to enhance the process of National Project selection.  Thus, a National Convention tradition of National Project workshops was established to facilitate definition and communication regarding National Project opportunities.

The National Project selected for the biennium was Community Action Program through the office of Economic Opportunity.

New Charters
At the National Convention, eleven charters were granted to:


Beta Phi Chapter at Lynchburg College


Beta Chi Chapter at Lebanon Valley College


Beta Psi Chapter at Indiana State University of Pennsylvania


Beta Omega Chapter at Kent State University


Gamma Alpha Chapter at Florida A & M University


Gamma Beta Chapter at the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee


Gamma Gamma Chapter at Wiley College


Gamma Delta Chapter at Duquesne University


Gamma Epsilon Chapter at Texas Christian University


Houston Alumni Chapter (reactivated)


Washington D.C. Alumni Chapter

During the biennium, sixteen additional charters were granted to:

Gamma Zeta Chapter at Michigan State University 

Gamma Eta Chapter at Utica College

Gamma Theta Chapter at Stephen F. Austin University

Gamma Iota Chapter at Savannah State University

Gamma Kappa Chapter at the University of Tennessee - Knoxville

Gamma Lambda Chapter at the University of Puerto Rico

Gamma Mu Chapter at the University of Maryland - East Shore

Gamma Nu Chapter at Alabama A & M University

Gamma Xi Chapter at the University of Alabama - Huntsville

Gamma Omicron Chapter at Ball State University

Gamma Pi Chapter at Carson-Newman College

Gamma Rho Chapter at the University of Pittsburgh

Gamma Sigma Chapter at Alma College

Greater Baltimore Alumni Chapter

Bay State Alumni Chapter

Twin Cities Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
The National Board of Directors established a Planning Consultant Committee of members assigned with responsibility for developing an administrative structure and plans for the sorority.  During the prior two biennium’s, forty-six new chapters had been chartered across all parts of the country.  From 1953 to 1967 the sorority had granted forty-seven charters.  This tremendous growth and broadened geographic dispersion of its membership dictated an in-depth study of the organization, its purposes and structure, and plans.  The Planning Consultant Committee presented its recommendations to the Tenth National Convention.

The criteria for a Woman of the Year Award was developed for presentation to the Tenth National Convention.  Certificates of Merit were established for presentation to chapter advisors.  Thus, the tradition for recognition of those providing special support of chapter activities was initiated.  Certificates of Merit thus became a permanent part of the sorority's awards program.

The first Alumni Conference was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, hosted by the Philadelphia Alumni Chapter.

TENTH BIENNIUM: 1971-1973
Mrs. Mary Scout, National President

National Convention
The Tenth National Convention was held June 17-20, 1971, at the University of Connecticut in Storrs, Connecticut and was hosted by Nu Chapter.  The Convention theme was "Season with Service".  The National Convention conferred National Honorary Membership upon Margaret M. Linton in recognition of the assistance she provided to members of Zeta Chapter in organizing Gamma Sigma Sigma.  As the chapter's advisor, she traveled to early sorority meetings and worked with the founding members organizing activities.  Having named its highest award for Mrs. Linton, the sorority paid further tribute by conferring honorary membership.

The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was established to recognize the Outstanding Alumni Chapter for its accomplishments during each biennium.  The award was so named in tribute to Margaret (Peg) Zimmerman, the first president of the Philadelphia Alumni Chapter, the first alumni chapter chartered by the sorority in 1955.  Peg Zimmerman also served the sorority as its Second National President from 1955-1957.  Nutmeg Alumni Chapter, Connecticut was the first recipient of the award.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Alpha Alpha Chapter at the University of Wisconsin ​Oshkosh.

National Constitution
Complete revision of the National Constitution was effected during the National Convention.  The Articles of Incorporation and new National Bylaws were adopted as the governing documents of the sorority in substitution for the National Constitution.  The position of Regional Director was established as an elected

national office.

National Project
The National Project selected for the biennium was Public Health.

New Charters
At the National Convention, nine charters were granted to:

Gamma Tau Chapter at Winston-Salem State University

Gamma Upsilon Chapter at North Carolina Central University

Gamma Phi Chapter at St. Francis College

Gamma Chi Chapter at Southwest Texas State University

Gamma Psi Chapter at California State University - Chico

Gamma Omega Chapter at Cameron State College

Delta Alpha Chapter at Appalachian State University

Delta Beta Chapter at West Texas A & M State University

Delta Gamma Chapter at the University of Arkansas

During the biennium, fifteen additional charters were granted to:

Delta Delta Chapter at State University of New York - Brockport 

Delta Epsilon Chapter at East Texas State University

Delta Zeta Chapter at Auburn University

Delta Eta Chapter at the University of Texas - El Paso 

Delta Theta Chapter at Fort Valley State University

Delta Iota Chapter at Northern Virginia Community College

Delta Kappa Chapter at the  University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill 

Delta Lambda Chapter at Ocean County College

Delta Mu Chapter at Central Michigan University

Delta Nu Chapter at the University of Maine- Orono

Delta Xi Chapter at Southwest Missouri State University

Delta Omicron Chapter at the University of Louisville

Delta Pi Chapter at Monmouth College

Bluegrass Alumni Chapter

Dairyland Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
The sorority celebrated its 20th Anniversary.  Its celebration resulted in proclamation of Gamma Sigma Sigma week in most of the states in which chapters were located.  The mayors of many cities served by the chapters added their proclamations in tribute to the members.

Leadership Conferences were introduced and established as part of the sorority's continuing education and development programs.

ELEVENTH BIENNIUM: 1973-1975
Mrs. Mary Scout, National President

National Convention
The Eleventh National Convention was held June 14-17,1973, at the University of Houston and was hosted by Alpha Chapter and Houston Alumni Chapter.  The Convention theme was "Our Hearts in Service"

The sorority conferred its first Woman of the Year Award, established to recognize outstanding national contributions in volunteer service, upon Esther Brenner of Miami, Florida.

Service Merit Awards were presented for the first time to recognize the accomplishments of chapters and colonies on individual service projects.  Unique, in that chapters nominate their own projects for this award.  Service Merit Awards became a permanent part of the awards program.

Awards for the National Outstanding Alumni were established and presented for the first time.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Gamma Omicron Chapter at Ball State University.  The

Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Alpha Chapter at the University of Houston.  The Margaret H.

Zimmerman Award was presented to Nutmeg Alumni Chapter.

National Project
The National Project selected for the biennium was Public Health.

Ritual and Insignia
At the National Convention, revision of official ceremonies was approved.

New Charters
At the National Convention, four charters were granted to:

Delta Rho Chapter at Fayetteville State University

Delta Sigma Chapter at Samford University

Delta Tau Chapter at East Tennessee State University

Delta Upsilon Chapter at State University of New York - Potsdam

During the biennium, fifteen additional charters were granted to:


Delta Phi Chapter at Dillard University


Delta Chi Chapter at East Carolina University


Delta Psi Chapter at the University of Texas - Arlington


Delta Omega Chapter at LaSalle University


Epsilon Alpha Chapter at St. Augustine's College


Epsilon Beta Chapter at Clemson University


Epsilon Gamma Chapter at McKendree College


Epsilon Delta Chapter at Delgado College


Epsilon Epsilon Chapter at the University of Tennessee - Martin


Epsilon Zeta Chapter at the University of North Carolina - Greensboro

Epsilon Eta Chapter at Florida Memorial College

Bluebonnet Alumni Chapter

Cottonboll Alumni Chapter

Mid-Jersey Shore Alumni Chapter

Pine Tree Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
The Regional Travel Pool Fund, funded by the operating budget of the sorority, was established to assist in defraying chapter and colony travel costs to attend regional conferences.

TWELFTH BIENNIUM: 1975-1977
Ms. Rosalie Powell, National President

National Convention
The Twelfth National Convention was held June 20-22, 1975, at Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana and was hosted by Gamma Omicron Chapter and the Indianapolis Alumni Colony.  The Convention theme was "Crossroads to Service".  Mrs. Birch Bayh, wife of the Indiana Senator, addressed the Convention.  Mrs. Bayh was noted for her volunteer contributions to the American Cancer Society in the fight against the disease which later took her life.  Mrs. Bayh commended the volunteer spirit of Gamma Sigma Sigma and its contributions to the betterment of life in the United States.

The National Foundation March of Dimes again presented recognition certificates to chapters for outstanding project work in the march against birth defects.  The Assistant Director of Youth Activities presented to the sorority a Distinguished Service Award for the Fight Against Birth Defects.

Mrs. Dolly 
Dolly Melville of Colgate, WI, recipient of the 1975 Woman of the Year Award, addressed the Convention.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Alpha Theta Chapter at the University of Massachusetts.

The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Alpha Chapter at the University of Houston.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to the Dairyland Alumni Chapter.

National Project

The National Project selected for the biennium was Youth Diseases.

New Charters
At the National Convention, eight charters were presented to:

Epsilon Theta Chapter at Durham College

Epsilon Iota Chapter at Bishop College

Epsilon Kappa Chapter at Kentucky State University

Epsilon Lambda Chapter at Alabama State University

Epsilon Mu Chapter at Chattanooga State Technical Community College

Gateway Alumni Chapter

Grapevine Alumni Chapter

Wheatheart Alumni Chapter

During the biennium, seven additional charters were granted to:

Epsilon Nu Chapter at Bethune-Cookman College

Epsilon Xi Chapter at Moravian College

Epsilon Pi Chapter at Central Missouri State University

Epsilon Omicron Chapter at Albany State College

Epsilon Rho Chapter at the University of Dubuque

Atlanta Alumni Chapter

Indy Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
The sorority celebrated its 25th Anniversary with the theme of "Silver Years of Service."

THIRTEENTH BIENNIUM: 1977-1979

Ms. Christina Tomczak, National President

National Convention
The Thirteenth National Convention was held June 17-19, 1977, at the University of Massachusetts - Amherst and was hosted by Alpha Theta Chapter.  The Convention theme was "Unity ... Spirit ... Service."

Mrs. Margaret Kuster of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, recipient of the 1977 Woman of the Year Award, addressed the Convention.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Delta Xi Chapter at Southwest Missouri State University.  The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Beta Sigma Chapter at Western Kentucky University.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Dairyland Alumni Chapter.

National Bylaws
The National Bylaws were amended to rename the John F. Kennedy Memorial Donation to the Gamma Sigma Sigma Commemorative Donation.

National Project
The National Project selected for the biennium was Literacy.

New Charters
At the National Convention, five charters were presented to:


Epsilon Sigma Chapter at Virginia State College


Epsilon Tau Chapter at Rust University


Birmingham Alumni Chapter


Ladybug Alumni Chapter


Poppy State Alumni Chapter

During the biennium, five additional charters were granted to:


Epsilon Upsilon Chapter at the University of Florida


Epsilon Phi Chapter at Fitchburg State College


Epsilon Chi Chapter at the University of New Orleans


Epsilon Psi Chapter at Tennessee State University


Epsilon Omega Chapter at the University of Arkansas

Other Highlights
The Service Advisory Committee composed of collegiate and alumni chapter members and members of the National Board of Directors and Staff, was established as a Standing Committee of the sorority to advise and distribute information on national service programs.

FOURTEENTH BIENNIUM: 1979-1981
Ms. Christina Tomczak, National President

National Convention
The Fourteenth National Convention was held June 15-17, 1979, at the University of Georgia, Athens,

Georgia and was hosted by Chi Chapter and the Atlanta Alumni Chapter.  The Convention theme was "Service with a Smile Southern Style."

Dr. Ethel Allen of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, recipient of the 1979 Woman of the Year Award, addressed the Convention.  Then serving as Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Dr. Allen focused on the broader opportunities available for women to lead and direct volunteer programs.  Francina B. Thomas, Director of Minority Affairs and Women's Concerns, Florida International University conducted a workshop entitled "Personal Power Development" and addressed the Convention focusing on the talents, skills, and opportunities for women to impact their environment.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Delta Xi Chapter at Southwest Missouri State University.  The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Zeta Chapter at Drexel University.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Grapevine Alumni Chapter.

National Bylaws
The National Convention approved revision of the National Bylaws to substitute the term "member" for sister and replace all terms with specific gender to neutral references.

Also, a major realignment of the Regional System was approved resulting in change of name of most of the regions.

National Project
The National Project selected for the biennium was Reaching Out to Women.

New Charters
During the biennium, five charters were granted to:


Zeta Alpha Chapter at Lincoln University


Zeta Beta Chapter at the University of St. Thomas


Zeta Gamma Chapter at Loyola University


Zeta Delta Chapter at Georgia Institute of Technology


Great River Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
The Chapter Officers Guide was established and distributed.

The Gamma Gossip, the sorority newspaper, was renamed PERSPECTIVES.
FIFTEENTH BIENNIUM: 1981-1983
Ms. Maryjane Cass, National President

National Convention
The Fifteenth National Convention was held June 19-21, 1981, at the University of Minnesota - Duluth and was hosted by Alpha Iota Chapter and the Northern Lakes Region.  The Convention theme was "Seeways to Service."   Ms. Susan Ring addressed the Convention with "A Perspective on Women in History."

Margaret E. Kuhn of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, recipient of the 1981 Woman of the Year Award, addressed the Convention.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Beta Epsilon Chapter at Edinboro University.  The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Gamma Delta Chapter at Duquesne University.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Washington, D.C. Alumni Chapter.

The Inter-Chapter Relations Award was retired upon determination that revisions in other award criteria accomplished the purposes of this award.

National Bylaws
The National Convention approved a restructuring of the National Board of Directors, reducing its size, and expanding the membership of the Finance Committee.

National Project
The National Convention established "Project I.M.P.A.C.T." in substitution for a biennial national project.  Project I.M.P.A.C.T. provides for the selection of four projects by the National Convention, each to be effective for a six month period during each biennium.

The Project I.M.P.A.C.T. areas for the 1981-1983 biennium were: American Red Cross; Headstart: Early Childhood Programs; International Year of Disabled Persons; and Public Broadcasting.

New Charters
During the biennium, two charters were granted to:


Zeta Epsilon Chapter at Austin Peay State University 


Zeta Zeta Chapter at University of Alabama

Other Highlights
The National Board of Directors revised the format of the publication, The Staff.  The Staff was divided into three sections: the Administrative Manual containing sorority policies and operating procedures; the Awards Section outlining the sorority's awards program; and the History Section highlighting the history of Gamma Sigma Sigma.  A separate publication of official Ceremonies of Gamma Sigma Sigma was published.

The Membership Committee composed of collegiate and alumni chapter members, with the Membership Director designated as Chair, was established as a Standing Committee of the sorority.  The Membership Committee reviews chapter/colony practices for recruitment of members and pledge policies.  It provides resource materials to chapters for use in attracting members of the sorority.

SIXTEENTH BIENNIUM: 1983-1985
Ms. Maryjane Cass, National President

National Convention
The Sixteenth National Convention was held June 17-19, 1983, at Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, Kentucky and was hosted by Beta Sigma Chapter and the Bluegrass Alumni Chapter.  The Convention theme was "Run for the Roses."

JoAnn Verner of Bowling Green, Kentucky, recipient of the 1983 Woman of the Year Award, addressed the Convention.  Her presentation was titled: "Service - A Gift to Mankind."

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Alpha Psi Chapter at Southeast Missouri State University.

The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Alpha Iota Chapter at the University of Minnesota - Duluth.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Gateway Alumni Chapter.

National Bylaws
The National Convention approved a complete revision of the National Bylaws to reorganize and update the Bylaws.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T. was revised by the Convention to provide for two projects for special emphasis by all chapters for each of the two years between conventions.

The Project I.M.P.A.C.T. areas for the 1983-1985 biennium were: Drug Education for Youth; Family

Violence: Preventing a National Tragedy; March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation; and Special Olympics:  A New Kind of Joy.

Other Highlights
A new logo and slogan were adopted for the sorority: "Giving, Sharing, Serving."

The Spotlight, the sorority's service newsletter, and Trends and Traditions, the membership recruitment newsletter, were incorporated as permanent sections of PERSPECTIVES.
The Alumni Advisory Committee composed of alumni members was established as a Standing Committee of the sorority.  This committee researches and addresses issues related to alumni programs.

SEVENTEENTH BIENNIUM: 1985-1987
Mrs. Sue Majeski, National President

National Convention
The Seventeenth National Convention was held June 20-23, 1985, at Southwest Missouri State University and was hosted by Delta Xi Chapter, Gateway Alumni Chapter, and the Frontier Region.  The Convention theme was "Service: the Finest Frontier."

Sharon Wenz, of Martin, Tennessee, recipient of the 1985 Woman of the Year Award, addressed the Convention.  Her remarks centered on the joys of service and need for volunteer commitment to help families with a disabled child.  The keynote Address, "In Search of the Future Frontier" was delivered by Joni Jager of Madison, Wisconsin.

The focus of the Convention was to analyze and anticipate the future development of the sorority as a basis for establishing long-range plans.  The results of a comprehensive survey of all sorority members were considered in planning workshops.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Alpha Psi Chapter at Southeast Missouri State University.  The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Delta Upsilon Chapter at State University of New York - Potsdam.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Great River Alumni Chapter.

National Bylaws
The National Convention approved a restructuring of the National Board of Directors providing four District Coordinators to replace ten Regional Directors.  The Convention adopted a geographic division of its chapters into four districts along with plans for broader alumni support and participation in sorority affairs.

The National Convention also approved an amendment providing for rotation of the National Convention site among the districts.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.

The Project I.M.P.A.C.T. areas for the 1985-1987 biennium were: Crime and Child Abduction Prevention; Educational Support Network; Woman's Health Concerns; and World Hunger/Commodity Programs.

New Charters
At the National Convention, a charter was granted to:


Arrowhead Alumni Chapter

During the biennium, charters were granted to:


Zeta Eta Chapter at Shippensburg University


Empire Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
Eleven conferences, planned by the newly structured Conference Committee (Vice President, Program Director, Travel Consultant, and Mailings/Registration Coordinator), were held in hotels in strategic locations accessible to many chapters without regard to district boundaries.  Similar programs were offered at each conference site with the major emphasis the first year on training future leaders and membership development the focus the second year.  Alumni were actively involved as workshop leaders, and 

speakers from outside organizations were featured at each Conference.  The newly established Volunteer 

of Distinction Award was presented for the first time at conferences during this biennium to six women of local prominence in recognition of their contributions to community/state service.  These women were featured as keynote speakers at the conferences.

Chapter visits were reinstated.  These visits were made by NBD/Staff members, Big Sisters, and other active alumni.

A free year of membership in the alumni program was offered to all graduating seniors during this biennium.

The Big Sister Program was begun in an effort to actively involve alumni and to provide an informal support service for collegiate chapters.

The sorority purchased a computer and began to input all membership and mailing records, as well as publications, workshops, and mass mailing materials.

The Membership Roster Form was adopted to replace the Membership Record Card Form used by pledges.

Chapters contributed close to $1,000 to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund through a variety of fund-raising activities.

A wide variety of Gamma Sigma Sigma merchandise was purchased by the national organization to sell to sorority members at conferences and Convention.

A new information brochure "Link to Service" was first published for use with outside organizations.

EIGHTEENTH BIENNIUM: 1987-1989
Mrs. Mary Ann Carr, National President

National Convention
The Eighteenth National Convention was held June 11-14, 1987, at the University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware and was hosted by Beta Gamma Chapter, Philadelphia Alumni Chapter, Mid-Jersey Shore Alumni Chapter, and District Ill.  The Convention theme was "First in Service."

Barbara Bush, wife of United States Vice President, George Bush, and recipient of the 1987 Woman of the Year Award, addressed the Convention about volunteer involvement in literacy programs.

Both the Margaret M. Linton Award and the Barbara V. Ferraro Award were presented to Alpha Iota Chapter at the University of Minnesota - Duluth.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Philadelphia Alumni Chapter of Pennsylvania.

The Distinguished Service Award, established in 1985, to recognize sorority members for service over and above their commitment to Gamma Sigma Sigma, was presented for the first time at this Convention.  Recipients of this award were Esther Brenner, Jean Maxwell, and Ellen Wildes.

Displays by outside service agencies and organizations were part of the agenda for the first time at this Convention.

National Bylaws
The National Convention approved a new national membership fee structure which designated a lifetime membership fee for all members of the sorority including auxiliary members.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.

The Project I.M.P.A.C.T. areas for the 1987-1989 biennium were: Literacy - Year of the Reader, Disability Awareness; Positive Youth Encounters; and Service with Seniors.

Other Highlights
The sorority celebrated its 35th anniversary.

A Computerized Roster Form was first used in place of the National Dues Form for both collegiate and alumni chapters.

"Strive for Five", a promotional theme developed by the NBD, challenged members and chapters to expand membership, increase service, improve chapter organization, and strengthen sisterhood.

A permanent (plastic) membership card was first issued to lifetime members of the sorority.

A Self-Evaluation Team (SET) was appointed to evaluate the administrative structure of the national organization.

The name "Big Sister" was changed to Chapter Consultant to more appropriately reflect the responsibilities of this district staff position.  A Chapter Consultant training program was first conducted at Alumni Conferences in the Fall of 1988.

For the first time all candidates for national office had the opportunity to distribute in a mass mailing to chapters a one-page handout describing their qualifications and plans for office.

Very Special Person (VSP) and Very Special Gamma Sig (VSGS) Awards were established to provide more recognition for members as well as those outside the sorority who support the ideals and work of Gamma Sigma Sigma.  Eight VSGS awards and one VSP award were presented.

NINETEENTH BIENNIUM: 1989-1991
Mrs. Patricia Saul, National President

National Convention
The Nineteenth National Convention was held August 10-13, 1989, at the Rime Garden Inn, Birmingham,

Alabama and was hosted by Delta Sigma Chapter and District IV.  The Convention theme was "Celebrate Service."

Dr. Mae Jemison, the first black female astronaut and recipient of the 1989 Woman of the Year Award, addressed the Convention about the space program and its impact on society.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Beta Gamma Chapter of the University of Delaware.  The

Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Empire Alumni Chapter and the Barbara V. Ferraro

Award was presented to Delta Upsilon Chapter at the State University of New York - Potsdam.

Distinguished Service Award recipients were Luellen Breed, Dana Meider, and Lorie Moyer.

National Bylaws
The National Convention approved the addition of the position of Program Director and Communications Director to the National Board of Directors

The Convention approved an amendment to increase the number of alumni auxiliary members to one-half of the membership of the alumni chapter.

The Convention also approved an amendment to require chapters to submit all reports and fees for the two years between Conventions, in order to be eligible to vote at Convention and receive travel pool.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.

The National Convention amended the Project I.M.P.A.C.T. policy to provide for two service project areas selected by the Convention for special emphasis during the even calendar year between Conventions.

The Project I.M.P.A.C.T. areas for 1990 were: People in Poverty and Substance Abuse Awareness.  The acronym, Individuals Making Progress Across Communities Together (I.M.P.A.C.T.) was adopted.

Over $5,000 was raised by chapters holding W.I.L.D. parties for the March of Dimes.

New Charters
During the biennium, four charters were granted to:


Birmingham Alumni Chapter


First State Alumni Chapter


Lone Star Alumni Chapter


Western Pennsylvania Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights
A more stringent National Hazing Policy and National Membership Policy was adopted by the NBD to structure the pledge program in a more sequential manner and reduce the chapter risk of inadvertently violating the National Hazing Policy.

The NBD adopted a chapter suspension policy which enabled a quick reaction to chapter difficulties and/or violation of National Bylaws and policy.

The biennium saw a reactivation of the alumni program.  The Birmingham Alumni Chapter was reactivated, Ladybug Alumni Chapter was reactivated as First State Alumni Chapter, Bluebonnet Alumni Chapter was reactivated as Lone Star Alumni Chapter, Grapevine Alumni Chapter was reactivated as Western Pennsylvania Alumni Chapter, and Carolina alumni formed a colony.

The Certificate of Lifetime Membership, an award given to those who have served the national organization for eight or more years, was renamed the Marvyn Glover Award, by the NBD.  Marvyn Glover was one of the founding members.

TWENTIETH BIENNIUM: 1991-1993
Ms. Sharon Tompkins, National President

National Convention
The Twentieth National Convention was held August 8-11, 1991, at the Sheraton Airport, Charlotte, North Carolina and was hosted by District II. The Convention theme was the "Magic of Service."

P. Buckley Moss, the noted artist and philanthropist, was honored as the recipient of the 1991 Woman of the Year Award for her work with learning disabled children.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Epsilon Pi Chapter of Central Missouri State University, the Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Gateway Alumni Chapter and the Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Epsilon Tau Chapter of Rust University.

Marvyn Glover Award recipients included Barbara Horter and Jackie Ferguson for their years of service on the National Board of Directors and Staff.

National Bylaws
The National Convention approved the addition of a $15 membership materials fee that would standardize the pledging procedures and materials for collegiate chapters and colonies.

The Convention formally adopted the Alumni-at-Large Travel Pool Fund, which had been piloted during the 1989-1991 biennium.  Alumni-at-large who pay travel pool for the two years between conventions, register by the deadline, and attend Convention will receive a travel pool disbursement.

The Convention also approved the development of a formal definition of active alumni chapters and collegiate chapters for review at the next Convention.

Conferences and districts were defined in more detail and amended into the National Bylaws.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.

In keeping with the amended 1989 policy, two Project I.M.P.A.C.T. proposals were adopted for 1992.  These areas were:  The Gift of Life and Environmental Concerns.

National Policy
1.  Gamma Sigma Sigma National Service Sorority chapters may designate an official chapter mascot.

2.  The name of the Executive Secretary was changed to National Administrative Assistant.
New Charters
At the National Convention, a charter was presented to:


Carolina Alumni Chapter

During the biennium, four additional charters were granted to:


Zeta Theta at Jacksonville State University


Zeta Iota at Prairie View A & M University


Zeta Kappa at Western Carolina University


Zeta Lambda at Temple University - Ambler
Other Highlights
The sorority purchased an updated computer system to assist in the production of PERSPECTIVES and other sorority publications.  The National Board of Directors also authorized the purchase of a computer hardware system for the National Alumni Director to assist in the duties of the office.

A 40th Anniversary Committee was appointed to plan a celebration in honor of the founding and Constitutional Convention of our sorority taking place in 1992-1993.

A Technology Committee was also appointed to investigate improving information delivery and communication within the organization using more updated methods.

Most publications were updated.

In 1992, the Membership Materials Distributor position was established.

The expansion of official sorority jewelry was accomplished with J.O. Pollack Co.

A Chapter Operations Guide was adopted.

The Model Bylaws for collegiate chapter/colony and alumni chapter/colony were revised and an input form was created.

The sorority celebrated its 40th Anniversary.

TWENTY-FIRST BIENNIUM: 1993-1995
Ms. A. Michele Slay, National President

National Convention
The Twenty-first National Convention was held August 12-15, 1993, at the Grand Milwaukee Hotel, Milwaukee, Wisconsin and was hosted by District I. The Convention theme was ServiceFest '93.

Pat Mitchell, "Auntie Litter," was honored as the 1993 Woman of the Year for her work in educating people, especially school children, to the importance of recycling and using our national resources wisely.  She was presented a National Honorary Membership.  National Honorary Membership was also granted to Barbara Bush and Dr. Mae Jemison.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Delta Sigma Chapter at Samford University.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to Gateway Alumni Chapter and the Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to Epsilon Upsilon Chapter at the University of Florida - Gainesville.

Sharon Tompkins received The Marvyn Glover Award for 12 years of service on the National Board of Directors and Staff.

The Distinguished Service Award winners were Barbara Horter and Jo Klein.

A Bowl-A-Thon was held at Convention as a fundraising service project.  The Woman of the Year, Pat Mitchell, divided the proceeds from this event between "Auntie Litter & US, Inc." and "Lemay Helping Lemay" a local disaster relief organization in Lemay, Missouri.

National Bylaws
The following amendments to the National Bylaws were accepted by the Convention:

1.
"Active alumni members of a chapter or colony must perform a minimum of ten (10) service 
hours annually" was added to Article 1, Section 4.

2.
Inactive member requirements were clarified to not require service hours in Article 1, Section 5.

3.
Article 1, Section 6, substituted the word "suspend" with "probation."

4.
Article 1, Section 6 was also expanded to allow chapters to expel members who follow courses of


action that might threaten the "recognized organizational" status of a chapter on campus.

5.
Article IX, Sections 3 and 4 were amended to allow for flexibility in the due dates of submitting the 
national reports.

6.
Article X, Section 1 and 2, required chapters to submit bylaws and amendments to the National 
Parliamentarian every two years.

7.
The chartering and replacement charter fee was increased to $75.00.

8.
The required pledge fees will be sent to the National Membership Director or a designee.

9.
The number of members of the National Board of Directors required to attend a Conference was 
two.

10.
The National Secretary became a member of the National Finance Committee.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.
The Project I.M.P.A.C.T. areas for the 1993-1995 biennium were:  Disaster Relief and Up with Youth.

New Charters
At the National Convention, two charters were presented to:


Zeta Mu Chapter at Husson College


Zeta Nu Chapter at Slippery Rock University

Other Highlights
The sorority culminated its 40th Anniversary celebration at Convention.

All chapter report forms were updated and approved.

The National Visitation Forms were revised and approved.

The name change of the Outstanding Sister Award to Outstanding Collegiate Award was approved

The Mary Scout Award for Outstanding Alumni Service program was created and approved.

TWENTY-SECOND BIENNIUM:  1995-1997
Ms. Kathyjo Kuenzle, National President

National Convention
The Twenty-second Convention was held July 6-9, 1995, at the Radisson Lord Baltimore Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland.  It was hosted by the chapters in District III.  The theme of Convention was “Star Spangled Service.”

Mrs. Ellen Q. Ahlgren was honored as the 1995 Woman of the Year.  Mrs. Ahlgren, founder, was honored for her outstanding work with ABC Quilts.  Together with others, the foundation provides a loving symbol (a quilt) to HIV or drug-infected babies.  Many chapters adopted this as a favorite project as a result. In addition, Mrs. Ahlgren was given a National Honorary Membership.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to the Gamma Theta Chapter at Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches, Texas.  The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to the Atlanta Alumni Chapter.  The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was given to the Alpha Iota Chapter at the University of Minnesota - Duluth.  

The Mary E. Scout Award for an outstanding service program of an Alumni Chapter was presented for the first time.  It was awarded to the Heart of Dixie Alumni Chapter.

The Distinguished Service Award winners were Julie Henson, Heather Law, Amy Shipkowski, Marsha Watts, and Donna Young.

National Bylaws
The following amendments to the National Bylaws were accepted by the Convention:

Article I, Section 2a - added gender to further clarify non-selectivity.

Article I, Section 2b-f - changed the term pledge to pledge/member-in-training.

Article I, Sections 7 and 11 - clarified alumni status in collegiate chapters.

Article II, Section 1; Article V, Section 1; and Article VI, Section 1 - realigned and expanded the number of districts from four to seven.

Article III, Section 8 - limited the responsibilities of the National Executive Committee.

Article V, Sections 6 and 7 - designated official insignia and ceremonies of .

Article VIII, Sections 1 and 2a - allowed interest groups to become colonies with 10 prospective members.

Article IX, Section 5 - clarified non-membership in a Panhellenic affiliate.

Article X - defined active alumni and collegiate chapters.

Article XI, Section 2 - changed lifetime membership fees, added an annual membership fee, and added a sustaining fee for alumni chapter members.

National Policy

1.  the district realignment map

2.  a National Internship Program

3.  the Technology Development Fund which allowed  to invest in information systems

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.
Project I.M.P.A.C.T. proposals were adopted for 1996.  They were Children at Risk and Women’s Issues.

Charters Awarded
During the biennium two new charters were granted to:



Zeta Xi Chapter at North Georgia College



Zeta Omicron at Georgia College and State University

Also, three reactivating charters were granted during the biennium to:



Beta Tau Chapter at St. Peter’s College



Gamma Delta Chapter at Duquesne University



Epsilon Xi Chapter at Moravian College

Other Highlights
Two 800 phone numbers were established with the National Secretary and the National Administrative Assistant for use by the membership.

The availability of electronic mail and chat sessions was widely used as a major communications link between the National Board of Directors and the membership at large.

National Visits were renamed Chapter Evaluations to better reflect their purpose and allow for the visit to take place.

Several pieces of our sorority jewelry (including the National Outstanding Collegiate and Alumna charms) were redesigned with assistance from J.O. Pollack, LLC.

The National Song on cassette and a promotional video were produced for use by the membership.

A new National Staff position of National Archivist was established.

Conferences were restructured to offer District Spirit Days in addition to the regular conferences.

The National Outstanding Alumna Award was renamed The Rosalie Powell Award.

A service award was created for alumni-at-large who have given 100 hours or more of service during the biennium.

All awards and certificates were revised.

Gamma Sig Classics was accepted as a National Merchandiser of Gamma Sig items.

A Service Partnership was established with the American Cancer Society.

The following publications were revised:


Chapter Advisors’ Guide


Chapter Evaluation/National Visit Guide


Chapter Evaluation/National Visit Forms Part I and II


Chapter Operations Guide


Developing Chapter/Colony Bylaws and Standing Rules


Introduction to Gamma Sigma Sigma Brochure


Pledge Handbook


Prospective National Workers Brochure


Questions and Answers Booklet


The Staff

The following publications were created:


Alumni Guide


Alumni Reactivation Guide


Awards Brochure


Chapter Consultant Guide


Continuing Opportunities Brochure


Pledge Handbook User’s Guide


Reactivation Guide


Recruitment Kit

TWENTY-THIRD BIENNIUM:  1997-1999
Mrs. Nancy Crane, National President (1997-1998)

Ms. Diane Janvier, National President (1998-1999)

National Convention

The Twenty-third National Convention was held July 3-6, 1997 at the Wyndham Greenspoint Hotel in Houston, Texas.  It was hosted by District IV.  The theme of the Convention was “Discover the Spirit.”

Mrs. Patricia Wetterling was honored as the 1997 Woman of the Year.  Mrs. Wetterling, founder, was honored for her outstanding volunteer work with the Jacob Wetterling Foundation.  Together with others, the foundation focuses its efforts on child safety education and finding missing children.  In addition, Mrs. Wetterling was given National Honorary Membership.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to the Alpha Psi Chapter at Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.

The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to the Atlanta Alumni Chapter in Atlanta, Georgia.

The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to the Alpha Psi Chapter at Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.

The Mary E. Scout Award was given to the Atlanta Alumni Chapter in Atlanta, Georgia.

The Distinguished Service Award winners were Maryjane Cass Burdge, Tiffany Davis, Susan Lee, and Janice Rowe.

National Bylaws

The following amendments to the National Bylaws were accepted by the Convention:

Article I, Section 2a – redefined membership policies to be inclusive.

Article I, Section 2e – required collegiate chapters to have an orientation period at least once an academic year.

Article I, Section 3 – clarified service hour requirements for collegiate members whose university or college is on a quarter system and defines membership responsibilities for members incapacitated by a long term serious illness or accident.

Article I, New Section 6 – further defined granting of alumni status and renumbers the rest of the sections in Article I.

Article III, Section 2 – changed “brochure” to “application” and adjusts the deadline for filing an application for National Office.

Article VI, Section 5 – further clarified how any business requiring action of the NBD between meetings may be transacted.

Article VIII, New Section 4 – addressed the eligibility of new groups to hold Rush and renumbers the rest of the sections in Article VIII.

Article VIII, New Section 7 – deals with reactivating chapters and renumbers the rest of the sections in Article VIII.

Article VIII, Section 14 – better clarified the granting of inactive chapter status.

Article IX, Section 2 - required the filing of standing rules and pledge policies and adjusts the date for submission.

Article X, Sections 1 and 2 – further defined active chapters.

Article XIII – redefined Conferences.

Article XIV, Section 1 – replaced the National Secretary with a member of the NBD on the Finance Committee.

Article XIV, Section 2 – added an alumni-at-large representative to the Bylaws Committee.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T. proposals adopted for 1998 were Cancer and Violence Against Women and Children.

Charters Awarded

During the biennium, two new charters were granted to:



Zeta Pi Chapter at Texas Southern University



Gemini Alumni Chapter

Also, one reactivating charter was granted during the biennium to:



Pine Tree Alumni Chapter

Other Highlights

The sorority celebrated its 45th Anniversary.

Candidates’ Forum was changed to a roundtable discussion format for the first time at Convention.

The National March of Dimes Foundation was recognized for their 30 year Service Partnership with Gamma Sigma Sigma.

TWENTY-FOURTH BIENNIUM:  1999-2001

Ms. Diane Janvier, National President

National Convention

The Twenty-fourth National Convention was held July 9-11, 1999 at the Crown Plaza Hotel-Powers Ferry in Atlanta, Georgia.  It was hosted by the Atlanta Alumni Chapter.  The theme of the Convention was “Service on My Mind.”

Mrs. Karolyn Nunnalee was honored as the 1999 Woman of the Year.  Mrs. Nunnalee, National President of Mothers Against Drunk Driving, was honored for her community service and advocacy for anti-drunk driving issues.  In addition, Mrs. Nunnalee was given National honorary Membership.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to the Delta Nu Chapter at the University of Maine-Orono in Orono, Maine.

The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to the Empire Alumni Chapter.

The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to the Delta Upsilon Chapter at SUNY Potsdam in Potsdam, New York.

The Mary E. Scout Award was given to the Empire Alumni Chapter.

The Distinguished Service Award winners were Kristi Disney, Sage Snydock, Keli Connor, and Marvyn Glover.

National Bylaws

 The following amendments to the National Bylaws were accepted by the Convention:

Article II – deleted Alumni Director and renamed the Communications Director to Marketing Director and redefined the Treasurer and Membership Director’s duties.

Article III, New Section 4 – added service on the NBD for at least one full term for candidates to be eligible for the office of President or Vice President and renumbers the rest of the sections in Article III.

Article III, Section 8 – redefines the filling of a vacancy in the office of National President.

Article VIII, - Section 9 and 13 – lowered the number from 10 to 8 of alumni needed to petition for colony status.

Article IX, Section 3 and 4 – added Report of Graduating/Separating Members and automatic probation for delinquent reports.

Article XI – delete Sections 4 and 5 to disband the Membership Development Fund and renumbers the rest of the sections in Article XI. 

Article XI, Section 2a – raised annual collegiate dues to $35 for 1999-2000 and $40 for 2000-2001.

Article XIV, Section 1b – redefines how the Finance Committee meets in the year between conventions.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.
Project I.M.P.A.C.T. proposals adopted for 2000 were Saving Lives and HIV and Aids issues.

Charters Awarded
At the National Convention a charter was presented to:


Heartland Alumni Chapter

During the biennium, four new charters were granted to:


Zeta Sigma at Western Maryland College


Zeta Tau at Georgia State University


Zeta Upsilon at Ohio State University


Central New England Alumni Chapter

Also, one reactivating charter was granted during the biennium to:


Lone Star Alumni Chapter

TWENTY-FIFTH BIENNIUM:  2001-2003

Mrs. Lynne Mowers, National President

National Convention

The Twenty-fifth National Convention was held July 19-21, 2001 at the Greenville Hilton in Greenville, North Carolina.  The theme of the Convention was “Guiding Service through the New Millennium.”

Mrs. Beatrice Gaddy was honored as the 2001 Woman of the Year.  Mrs. Gaddy was honored for helping the homeless.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to the Delta Chi Chapter at East Carolina University in Greenville, North Carolina.

The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to the Gateway Alumni Chapter in St. Louis, Missouri.

The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to the Tau Chapter at Penn State University in University Park, Pennsylvania.

The Mary E. Scout Award was given to the Greater Baltimore Alumni Chapter in Baltimore, Maryland.

The Distinguished Service Award winners were Ann Pulley and Deanna Miles-Brown.

National Bylaws

The following amendments to the National Bylaws were accepted by the Convention:

Article I, Section 2f:  changed active membership to lifetime membership.

Article I, Section 7:  deleted to do away with lifetime membership.

Article XI, Section 2c:  deleted to do away with optional lifetime membership fees.

Article XI, Section 4:  changed travel pool assessment to convention registration/travel pool assessment.

Article XI, Section 2d:  changed alumni chapter and alumni colony member fees from $5 to $10. 

Article XI, Section 2a:  established collegiate chapter and colony members dues as $40.

Article XI, Section 2b & f: automatically places chapters on probation when fees become delinquent.

Article XI, Section 3:  raised the non-refundable pledge fee to $20.

Article XI, Section 5:  redefines the distribution of the convention registration/travel pool fund.

Article VIII, Section 6: adds bylaws, standing rules, and pledge policies to active collegiate colony requirements.

Article VIII, Section 13:  adds bylaws and standing rules to active alumni colony requirements.

Article IX, Section 2:  automatically places chapters on probation when bylaws, standing rules, or pledge policies are delinquent.

Article XIII, Section 3:  clarifies eligibility to receive travel pool reimbursement.

National Policy

District alignment was redistributed for a more equal number of chapters per district.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.
Project I.M.P.A.C.T. proposals adopted for 2002 were Nurturing Nutrition and American Diabetes Association.

Charters Awarded

At the National Convention charters were presented to:


Eastern Carolina Alumni


Gold Hills Alumni

Also one reactivating charter was presented to:


Epsilon Nu at Bethune Cookman College

During the biennium, a charter was granted to Zeta Phi at Union College.

Other Highlights

The sorority celebrated its 50th Anniversary with concurrent celebrations in Philadelphia, Atlanta, Houston and Chicago.

Communication was initiated between the National Board members of Gamma Sigma Sigma and Alpha Phi Omega.

The sorority raised over $5,000 for Pennies for Puppies, enabling us to have a puppy named for our sorority.

Over 162,152 hours of service were performed and reported by sorority members.

The sorority experienced great growth by adding 3 new chapters, 8 colonies, and 41 interest groups to the 66 established chapters.

In response to the terrorist acts of September 11, 2001, 29 chapters participated in Recovery USA projects designed to help rebuild America.

TWENTY-SIXTH BIENNIUM:  2003-2005

Mrs. Lynne Mowers, National President

National Convention

The Twenty-six National Convention was held on July10-13, 2003 at the Headquarters Plaza Hotel in Morristown, New Jersey.  The theme of the Convention was “Pride in our Past, Faith in our Future”

Miss Amy Callahan was honored as the 2003 Woman of the Year for aiding the long term healing of families who lost loved ones on September 11, 2001.

The Margaret M. Linton Award was presented to Zeta Tau Chapter at Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia.  

The Margaret H. Zimmerman Award was presented to the Gold Hills Alumni Chapter in Georgia.

The Barbara V. Ferraro Award was presented to the Zeta Lambda Chapter at Temple University in Ambler, Pennsylvania.

The Mary E. Scout Award was given to the Nutmeg Alumni Chapter in Connecticut.

The Distinguished Service Award winners were Ruby Buchheit, Joyce Clowers, Susan Mennella, Kristine Peck, and Caree Turck.

National Bylaws
The following amendments to the National Bylaws were accepted by the Convention:

Article I, Section 2c:  further defines membership requirements by better defining hazing and chapter betterment hours.

Article I, Section 2d:  adds a maximum number of service hours that can be required of pledges/members-in—training.

Article I, Section 3:  adds a maximum number of service hours that can be required of collegiate and alumni members.

Article I, Section 8:  deleted associate membership

Article V, Section 1:  changes the rotation of Convention location.

Article VIII, Section 2a:  addresses the length of time 10 of the prospective members must be enrolled in their school following the acceptance of their petition.

Article VIII, Section 6:  addresses the length of time 10 of the 15 colony members must be enrolled in their school following the granting of their charter.

National Policy
District alignment was redistributed for a more equal number of chapters per district.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T.

Project I.M.P.A.C.T. proposals adopted for 2004 were Advocacy for People with Disabilities and Silent Tears of Abuse, Incest, and Rape (STAIR).

Charters Awarded

At the National Convention a charter was presented to:


Houston Bayou-City Alumni 

Also one reactivating charter was presented to:


Yellow Rose Alumni
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